
Sample TDSC Character Trait 

In the short story, “The Nest” by Robert Zacks there is 
excellent character development. The character Jimmy has the 
character trait of being determined. A character trait is a quality 
of a person’s personality. There are many examples, in the story, 
to support this character trait. Jimmy shows determination when 
he was not allowed to go on the hike, Jimmy’s mother told him 
that Paul was a bad influence, and when Jimmy decided to bring 

Paul home after the hike. 

The first example of Jimmy being determined is when his 
mother told him he was not allowed to go on the hike and he 
immediately stood up for himself. A quote to show this is “he was 
on his feet yelling…in his bursting anguish for freedom”. By 
standing up for himself he showed that he has the character trait 

of determination.  

Another support for the character being determined is 
Jimmy’s mother told him that Paul was a bad influence on him, 
however, Jimmy didn’t agree. A quote for this is when Jimmy 

states that “he’s nice…he isn’t a thief”.  Jimmy shows his 
determination by standing up to supporting his friend Paul by 

going on the hike. 

A final example to prove that he is a determined character is 
when Jimmy decides to bring Paul home to prove that he is a nice 
boy.  To quote the story Jimmy said “I’m bringing him home to 
supper. I said that you asked him”.  By being firm with his 
mother, Jimmy showed his determination to prove that Paul was 

in fact a great boy. 

In conclusion, through standing up for himself, for going on 
the hike anyway, and for bringing Paul home we can conclude 

that Jimmy has the character trait of being determined. 
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